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Mr. Chair,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the Community of Latin
American and Caribbean States (CELAC).
Today, the composition of our societies is the result of historic and contemporary
migratory flows. Migration is a multidimensional reality, we acknowledge the complexity
of migratory flows and international movements, which occur within and between
geographical regions, including from South to South and, in this regard, call for a better
understanding of migration patterns and realities across and within regions and
subregions.
CELAC recognizes the historical importance of international migration on developing
nations from an economic, political, social and cultural points of view and the need to
strengthen the synergies between international migration and development at global,
regional, and national levels, so we stressing the need that migration flows to and from
the region be safe, orderly and regular so as to guarantee the human rights and the
dignity of all migrants and their families.
In July of this year, we concluded negotiations on the text of the Global Compact for
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, which is up for adoption at the Intergovernmental
Conference in Marrakech, Morroco on 10 and 11 December of this year. The
intergovernmentally negotiates and agreed outcome document represents the first-ever
cooperative framework on international migration under the auspices of the United
Nations. CELAC Member States express our full support for the Global Compact in its
entirety and look forward to its adoption in December. We also look forward to the
modalities resolution that we will all negotiate in 2019 in the International migration
Review Forum, and stress that it should also serve to address international migration
and development in a comprehensive manner.
We recognize in an increasingly globalized and interconnected world, human migration,
with its various characteristics and implications, should be properly and systematically
addressed by all countries, and the international community, counting on the valuable
contribution of relevant entities and actors at different levels. Thus, it is necessary that
States of origin, transit and destination, work together to fully exploit the benefits of
migration while finding solutions to the challenges that international migration
represents in our time.
CELAC reaffirms “…the need to promote and protect effectively the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regardless of their migration status, especially
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those of women and children, persons with disabilities, older persons, and indigenous
peoples and to address international migration through international, regional or
bilateral cooperation and dialogue and through a comprehensive and balanced
approach, recognizing the roles and responsibilities of countries of origin, transit and
destination in promoting and protecting the human rights of all migrants, and avoiding
approaches that might aggravate their vulnerability”, as we all agreed in the Declaration
of the High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development. In this light, the
Global Compact for Migration provides the cooperative framework that will facilitate
international cooperation.
We must sadly acknowledge that xenophobic political narratives about migration are all
too widespread today. We must recall that progress towards resolving real challenges
associated with migration means, in part, dispelling alarmist misrepresentations of its
effects. In that regard, political leaders must take responsibility for reframing national
discourses on the issue, as well as for policy reforms.
CELAC reaffirms that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. We recall
that our obligations under international law prohibit discrimination of any kind on the
basis of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status. Yet in many parts of the world we are witnessing,
with great concern, increasingly xenophobic and racist responses to migrants. CELAC
Member States rejects all forms intolerance and call upon others to strengthen their
engagement with the international community to counter such negative and
misinformed rhetoric.
We recognize that migrants make positive and profound contributions to economic and
social development in their host societies and to global wealth creation. They can help
to respond to demographic trends, labour shortages and other challenges in host
societies, and add fresh skills and dynamism to the latter’s economies. We recognize
the development benefits of migration to countries of origin, including through the
involvement of diasporas in economic development and reconstruction. And we reaffirm
the compromise that we all assume in New York Declaration to commit to reducing the
costs of labour migration and promote ethical recruitment policies and practices
between sending and receiving countries, as well as promote faster, cheaper and safer
transfers of migrant remittances in both source and recipient countries, including
through a reduction in transaction costs, as well as the facilitation of interaction
between diasporas and their countries of origin. We ask that these contributions to be
more widely recognized and strengthened in the context of implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

PERMANTENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

In that regard, our countries, mindful that the causes for migration are multiple,
encourage countries of transit and destination to effectively promote and protect the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, including women, children,
regardless of their migratory status. Likewise, we encourage States to address irregular
migration from a humanitarian perspective so that policies regulating the flow of
migrants are implemented with special attention given to the principle of the best
interest of the child, on the basis of the International Law and the international
instruments of human rights, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.
We urge the International Community, and particularly those countries of origin, transit
and destination, to ensure full respect for human rights of all migrants; to avoid
inadequate detention procedures, that hinder their legal, procedural and substantive
rights and, when applicable, to guarantee return procedures, with necessary
safeguards, regardless of their immigration status, without distinction or discrimination
of any kind, and with particular attention to women, adolescents, and
unaccompanied/separated girls and boys.
We also commit to fostering the development of public policies aimed at creating
conditions to enhance the overall development of our populations, particularly children
and teenagers, as a way to safeguard their fundamental rights and improve their living
conditions and therefore discourage unsafe and irregular migration.
We reaffirm our commitment to protect the human rights of migrant children, given
their vulnerability, particularly unaccompanied migrant children, and to provide access
to basic health, education and psychosocial services, ensuring that the best interests of
the child is a primary consideration in all relevant policies
We express our concern about the recent application of migratory policies related to the
separation of migrant children and adolescents from their parents and relatives,
motivated by their migratory status. We must work to end the detention of migrant
children and adolescent, ensuring that the best interests of the child are the primary
consideration in this regard.
Mr. Chair,
We welcome the Intergovernmental Conference to Adopt the Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly and Regular Migration which will be held in Marrakech, Morocco, on 10-11
December 2018.
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We commit to strengthening cooperation and coordination to address violations and
serious abuses of the human rights of migrants, serious crimes such as illicit smuggling
and human trafficking, and other types of abuse and exploitation.
We share a comprehensive vision of international migration, based on a human rights
approach, which rejects the criminalization of irregular migration, as well as all forms of
racism, xenophobia and discrimination against migrants; which recognizes migrants as
subjects of rights regardless of their immigration status, and on an equal footing with
nationals of the host country; which provides the integration of migrants in our
societies; promotes the linkage with nationals living abroad; and facilitates the
reintegration of returnees in their countries of origin.
CELAC encourages States to implement gender-sensitive responsive policies and
programmes for women migrant workers, in accordance with the Global Compact for
Safe, orderly and regular Migration. It is an opportune time to undertake concrete
actions to protect migrant workers, mainly women, when facing the various forms of
exploitation and violence, and to ensure effective ways to respect their dignity, fair
working conditions and productive employment and decent jobs, as well as their full
integration to the labor force.
CELAC also recognizes the importance of the right of migrants to a safe voluntary
return to their countries of origin and the need to create domestic, social and political
conditions to provide opportunities for them that facilitate their social and productive
inclusion.
To conclude Mr. Chair,
In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we pledged that no one would be left
behind. We declared that we wished to see the Sustainable Development Goals and
their targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of society. We said
also that we would endeavour to reach the furthest behind first. We reaffirm also in the
New York Declaration our commitments that relate to the specific needs of migrants.
Recalling those commitments, and acknowledging the significant steps that the United
Nations has taken over the past months, CELAC emphasizes that migration needs to be
considered in an integral manner, and that the United Nations is the most
comprehensive forum in which to address all facets of this phenomenon, in view of the
challenges confronting migrants, States and communities globally.
Thank you,

